
406 North Carolina Troops, 1861-'65.

over the same ground where the snow-ball fight took place in

March between the Eighth and Fifty-first North Carolina Eegi-

ments, the enemy occupying the place where the Eighth Regi-

ment camped, the Eighth where the Fifty-first camped.

On the morning of the 17th the firing began early. All fore-

noon there was heavy skirmishing. About 5 P. M. it was evident

that a heavy assault on our line was contemplated. The enemy

was massing his troops in our front. Just before dark the assault

was made. The enemy succeeded in breaking the line occupied

by the brigade on our immediate right and rushed his forces' into

the breach thus made. The Eighth Regiment was ordered to

assist ib driving the enemy out and regaining the line. The

work was done quickly and the line re-established. After several

hours' fighting the enemy retired, leaving our line unbroken.

On the following morning, the 18th, sometime before day we

were ordered to fall back to a new and shorter line. The part

of the new line occupied by the Eighth Regiment was in an open

field. The enemy appeared in heavy force, advancing with three

lines of battle in our front. It was in the forenoon, in the light

of a brilliant June sun, that the lines advanced in a clear open

field. If there had not been other and more serious things to

consider, the military display might have been looked upon as a

grand one. But we were not there to look at military displays.

The business our men had in view was to spoil such displays.

This they proceeded to do. A heavy fire was opened on the

advancing lines. They made a rush for a hollow or ravine in

our front, some three or four hundred yards distant, and there

established their line. No assault was made on our part of the

line on the 18th, but during the greater part of the day the regi-

ment was exposed to a heavy artillery fire, but few casualties,

however, happening from that cause. On the 16th and 17th,,

particularly the 17th, the regiment suffered quite severely in both

killed and wounded. The regiment by this time did not num-

ber many more than a good sized company.

On the 19th the regiment was ordered to take position in the

line of works next to the Appomattox River, thus forming the


